Municipality of Swakopmund

MUNICIPALITY OF SWAKOPMUND POSITION ON APPLICATIONS
FOR LAND IN SWAKOPMUND
(12 OCTOBER 2021)
Namibia is experiencing rapid urbanisation in most major towns and
Swakopmund has been no different. Municipalities cannot keep pace
with the increased migration due to a combination of factors. The
result has been uncontrolled growth of informal settlements and an
acute increase in demand for serviced land for residential and business
purposes. Local authorities cannot overcome these challenges without
the assistance of the private sector and the intervention of
Government.
Swakopmund Municipality has been inundated with requests for large
parcels of land from the private sector for the development of
townships. Processing and considering applications are timeconsuming and place a high demand on Council’s human resources
meaning there is less time for planning and execution of strategic
objectives. Many such applications have been approved; however, the
results have not always been satisfactory for different reasons.
Developers who have been allocated land (for eg township
development, Urban Agriculture, Tertiary purposes and housing) by
Council and have not completed them yet, will be kept strictly to the
agreed timeframes and terms and conditions applicable to their
projects. Council also requires monthly updates from these developers
to avoid developmental bottlenecks.
Council has now decided to re-establish control over all facets of urban
growth in pursuit of its objective of providing a continuous supply of
affordable serviced land for all purposes, eg residential,
commercial/industrial, agricultural and aquaculture.
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Municipality of Swakopmund
Continues
In furtherance of the stated objective, Council has decided that it will no
longer entertain unsolicited bids/proposals/requests for land from the
public for the foreseeable future as per the resolution below.

(a) That an advert be placed in the newspapers informing the public not to
submit unsolicited applications for land since all land will be advertised.
(b) That Council approves the following transparent and easily
implementable process for the allocation of land for private developers in
terms of section 7 of the Property Policy as follows:
Council directs what type of development it plans in the different
unplanned areas for a given period.
Council identifies land which it intends to reserve for itself to ensure
that Council can make good on its mandate to control the development
and sale of affordable land and housing.
Council identifies land in specific areas to make available for private
developers.
The size of the portions to be awarded to developers be confirmed in
each area.
Council sets out the qualifying criteria (e.g. the relevant experience of
the entity in similar developments, the skill and ability of the
professional teams, the content of their proposal, the cost of the
housing and the ability of the developer to raise the required finances)
that developers need to meet in order to participate in any call for
proposals.
Council confirms what form the application or proposal should take and
the manner and method to be used to objectively assess and select
successful candidates.
The public is therefore requested to refrain from seeking audiences with
Council and submitting applications to purchase or develop land for
housing or townships. All land which Council intends to lease or sell to the
public will be advertised to ensure that everyone has an equal and fair
opportunity to compete.
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Continues
Council is developing a framework to ensure a steady and reliable
supply of satisfactorily serviced residential and commercial erven, so
that Swakopmund remains an enabling environment for its citizens and
prospective investors equally.
The framework consists of a Development Manual, Town Planning
procedures as well as criteria and conditions for the sale of and
development of land. These will be amended from time to time to suit
each project or special objectives eg reduced prices or rates & taxes to
encourage investment
The public will also be clearly informed of relevant conditions applicable
to transactions and the reasons for those conditions.
Council will identify land and advertise for sale/call for development
proposals based on the criteria and considerations stipulated below:
1. Location
2. Purpose eg
a)Complete township, or
b)Business
c)Agri/Mari/Aquaculture and mixed urban agriculture
d)High density/General Residential
e)Public entertainment/Parks/Public amenities
f)High/Middle/Low Income Residential
g)Religious, Medical, Educational, Social welfare
h) Small Industrial large or Noxious Industrial
3. Size
4. Price
5. Conditions
6. Minimum standards of services
7. Compliance conditions for completion of the project
8. Qualifying criteria for developers (e.g. the relevant experience of the
entity in similar developments, the skill and ability of the professional
teams, the content of their proposal, the cost involved and the ability of
the developer to raise the required finances).
9. Form the application or proposal should take, and
10. The manner and method to be used to objectively assess and select
successful candidates.

A BENJAMIN

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
.

